


New AlphaTec® 58-270 glove: unchanged grip 
and chemical resistance - more dexterity

Ansell’s groundbreaking Grip 
Technology™ actively repels oils 
and other lubricants away from the 
glove’s pressure surface via micro-
scopic channels in the coating. As 
a result, a significant contact area 

remains dry and affords almost the 
same grip as under fluid-free condi-
tions, so that workers will not suffer 
too much pressure on their hands 
when handling slippery objects. 

One of the stars at Ansell’s A+A 
booth last November, was a new, 
lighter version of the successful 
AlphaTec® glove. The brand-new 
AlphaTec® 58-270 combines Ansell’s 
industry-leading Grip Technology™ 
and chemical resistance with supe-
rior dexterity.

Just like the existing AlphaTec® 58-530  
and 58-535 gloves, the new  
AlphaTec® 58-270 combines Ansell’ 
industry-leading grip with a highly 
secure barrier against chemicals. What 

is new, however, is the glove’s dou-
ble-wall nitrile shell, which promotes  
superior tactility and flexibility. As the  
AlphaTec® 58-270 can be used across 
a broad range of oily or dirty activi-
ties, it allows multitasking and therefore 
improves productivity, as wearers do not 
lose time changing gloves. On top of that, 
it lasts longer, thereby reducing costs.

Light to medium  
handling applications

The AlphaTec® 58-270 is recommended 
for light to medium handling applica-
tions in environments with potential 
chemical hazards, like the chemical 
industry, oil refineries and production, 
automotive and OEM markets, mainte-
nance, metal, machinery & equipment 
and building and construction.

The secret behind AlphaTec®: Ansell Grip Technology™ 
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In line with its mission to protect peo-
ple around the world, Ansell regularly 
donates gloves to humanitarian organi-
zation or sets up special aid funds for 
disaster relief. A series of different 
initiatives have now been launched to 
help victims of the devastating earth-
quake in Haiti.

Immediately after the earthquake, Ansell 
US shipped examination gloves to Haiti, 
working in close consultation with Direct 
Relief International. The gloves were used 
in hospitals to examine and treat the wound-
ed. Based on specific needs expressed by 
aid workers in Haiti, additional dispos-
able (exam and non-exam) and occupational 

gloves were sent at the end of January, to 
protect the healthcare workers and the work 
crews who are removing debris. In addition, 
Ansell employees from all over the world 
are setting up local initiatives to raise money 
in aid of the victims. 

Ansell helps Haiti
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At the end of last year, Ansell launched 
its pair packs packaging. Its ten top-
selling gloves are now available for 
order in their brand-new packaging.
 
The pair packs are colour-coded to clearly 
mark the difference between ‘Mechanical’, 
‘Chemical’ and ‘Product’ protection. They 
have easy-to-understand application icons 
to help customers choose the gloves they 
need, and each pack comes with mul-
tilingual instructions for correct use. A 
compact, yet eye-catching display will help 
draw customers’ attention to this unique 
offering.

Pair pack range is now available!

Starpack® 48-651: a glove for safe and 
comfortable food handling

Gloves for food industry workers have 
a double role to play: protect the work-
ers’ hands as well as the food products 
they handle. This May, Ansell will be 
launching a brand-new glove that per-
forms that task brilliantly. The single-
use Starpack® 48-651 ensures supe-
rior protection and performance at the 
best possible price/quality ratio, while 
complying with the toughest standards 
on food contact. 

Quite a while back, the European Union 
launched its first regulations to protect food 
products from contamination by ‘materials 
intended to come into contact with food’. 
Industrial gloves reside under this directive 
too. The basic principle of the regulation is 
straightforward: as chemicals from packag-
ing or glove materials might migrate with 
food ingredients, thereby contaminating 
the food, they have to be controlled tightly. 
Ansell’s new Starpack® 48-651 glove com-
plies with all relevant EN standards. As it 
is made from 100% nitrile, it features very 
low migration levels. Moreover, the glove 
is free of hazardous phthalate plasticizers, 
which can migrate into food from PVC or 
vinyl gloves. 

Low allergenicity - high 
elasticity

More than eliminating the risk of food con-
tamination, the nitrile formulation of the 
Starpack® glove also minimizes the risk of 
Type I allergic reactions. Type IV dermatitis 
reactions are prevented by the absence of 
thiuram accelerators. When it comes to 
user comfort, the nitrile Starpack® 48-651 
is an exceptionally elastic and soft glove, 
which reduces hand fatigue. Because nitrile 
offers less slip resistance than latex, the 
glove is very easy to don. 

The thin blue glove

Only 0.08 mm thick, the Starpack® 48-651 
ensures good dexterity and tactility for 
precise handling. Its textured fingertips 
improve grip on even wet objects. And the 

glove promotes exceptional puncture per-
formance, equivalent to that of a medical 
grade glove (AQL is 1.5 in water leakage 
tests). A nice little extra is the Starpack®’s 
distinctive blue colour. This makes any 
batch contamination easy to isolate should 
all or part of a glove accidentally enter a 
food manufacturing process. 

Food and beverage 
processing

The Starpack® 48-651 is the newest mem-
ber of Ansell’s large family of single-use 
gloves for food sector operatives. It is rec-
ommended for food and beverage process-
ing and food service applications, includ-
ing meal preparation and catering, dairy 
and fruit and vegetable processing. Its 
versatility makes it suitable too for inspec-
tion and janitorial uses.
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Ansell welcomes the EU’s new requirements for 
Market Surveillance and Accreditation

As Ansell is com-
mitted to deliv-
ering the best 
possible bar-
rier protection, it 
ensures that all 

its products meet the prevailing regu-
lations. But how can it be sure that 
other PPE manufacturers are follow-
ing the same strict guidelines? The 
new Regulation 765/2008/EC and 
Decision 768/2008/EC are a major 
leap forward in guaranteeing the quality 
of all products marketed in the Member 
States.

In all EU Member States, the safety of PPE 
products has to be assessed and certified 
by notified bodies. But, until recently, the 
procedures applied to attribute the CE mark 
have differed significantly between Member 
States, which was a thorn in the side of man-
ufacturers with a true commitment to qual-
ity, like Ansell. Their advisory work through 
national and international federations has 

helped bring about a review of the existing 
framework for the marketing of products.

Enhanced and harmo-
nized accreditation

Effective since 1 January, Regulation 
765/2008/EC calls for a tighter alignment 
of market control measures by defining 
strict requirements for accreditation, market 
surveillance and CE marks. To enhance 
the quality of accreditation, the Regulation 
defines stricter rules for the selection, assess-
ment, etc. of notified bodies and harmonizes 
procedures on subcontracting, reporting, 
etc. Decision 768/2008/EC prescribes 
requirements for manufacturers, importers 
and distributors to demonstrate compliance 
with CE mark rules, including a 5-yearly 
review of the CE certification validity.

Strengthen market 
control measures

As for market surveillance, the Regulation 

includes, among other things, a series of 
measures to tighten market control and 
improve cooperation between authorities, 
manufacturers and notified bodies. Member 
States must, for example, establish proce-
dures to follow up and monitor complaints, 
verify that corrective action has been taken 
and implement penalties in case of breaches. 

Optimal protection

Ansell welcomes the Regulation and 
Decision described above, as the harmoniza-
tion will ensure stricter market control, lead-
ing to increased product compliance and 
improved safety in all European Member 
States. This is entirely in line with Ansell’s 
commitment to offer products marked and 
certified to the most recent, state-of-the art 
legislation and standards, thus ensuring 
optimal user protection.
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Ansell supports the PPE Directive review

A few years ago, the European 
Commission expressed its wish to 
revise the PPE Directive 89/686, 
which was first adopted in 1989 to 
ensure that all PPE meets basic health 
and safety requirements. The revision 
process kicked off in late 2008, when 
organizations and federations con-
cerned with safety at work, includ-
ing the European Safety Federation 
(ESF), were invited to comment on 
the existing PPE Directive. Ansell was 
one of the most active ESF members 
to propose amendments.

Here’s an overview of Ansell’s main con-
cerns:

More realistic categorization of PPE: 
many products currently classed under 
PPE category II but which protect against 
risks like radioactive contamination or 
deep cuts, should be re-classed as cat-
egory III PPE, i.e. PPE to protect against 
mortal harm

Validity of CE certifications:
the – lifelong - CE certification validity 
period for Cat. II PPE should be drasti-
cally shortened (a 5-year recertification 
has been accepted)

Clearer rules for dual-use products:
more clarity on what procedures to follow 
when certifying PPE items with possible 
dual- or multiple functions, e.g. gloves 
that can be used as a medical device and 
personal protection at the same time  

More clarity on CE compliance whenever 
EN standards change:
a revision of the EN standard should 
imply an obligation to change CE mark 
certification

More transparent responsibilities for 
importers and distributors: 
importers/distributors have to act with 
due diligence and ensure that the PPE 
products they are selling comply with 
the relevant laws (documentation, user 
instructions, etc.). 

Clearer user instructions:
user instructions contained inside the 
PPE package should be easier to under-
stand for the user – more detailed info 
should be available to H&S Managers 
only

What’s next?

In late 2009, the European Commission 
started assessing the impact of the pro-
posed amendments. The Parliament and 
Council will get a first draft of the revised 
directive by the end of 2011, to be dis-
cussed and – hopefully – approved by late 
2012, at the earliest. 
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Russian hand protection market comes round 
to Ansell

Hand protection has been quite com-
mon in Western European factories for 
quite some decades now. In Russia, 
however, it took until the nineties 
before companies gradually replaced 
the mittens they had been using for 

decades by highly-protective, comfort-
able gloves like Ansell products. The 
past ten years have therefore been 
exceptionally challenging and fascinat-
ing for the Ansell Russia team. The 
stories below illustrate how Russia’s 

Health and Safety managers have 
grasped the importance of adequate 
hand protection and are making great 
efforts to introduce high-quality gloves 
in their factories.
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Lukoil: always moving 
forward – with first-class 
hand protection

For LUKOIL, one of the world’s leading gas 

& oil companies, a healthy and safe working 

environment is a top priority. To achieve that 

objective, the group has developed a strict 

Health, Safety and Environment Management 

System. Providing all of its employees with 

convenient Personal Protective Equipment 

(PPE), is one of measures that is top of the 

agenda for the OHSE department. During a 

recent meeting with the head of OHSE, Ansell 

discussed how to further optimize the group’s 

hand protection policy. 

“Personnel’s lives and good health are more 
important than the production ratio,” states 
LUKOIL’s Social Code. And the group truly 
lives up to that principle. In 2001, LUKOIL 

was the first Russian oil company to be 
certificated for compliance with the require-
ments of the OHSAS 18001 Occupational 
Health and Safety Management system. 
Five years previously, in 1996, it teamed up 
with Ansell. “Until the end of the 90s, most 

employees in our upstream division, 
i.e. concerned with the exploration, 
drilling and operation, had relied on 
PVC mittens to protect their hands 
against the many risks of oil and gas,” 
explained Mr. Burmistrov, head of 
OHSE. “As we were aware that mit-
tens only offered very limited sensitiv-
ity, grip and comfort, we decided to 
trial other types of industrial gloves.”

Exceptional abrasion 
and durability

For a few weeks on end, work-
ers at LUKOIL’s drilling/upstream 
division tested a series of leather 
gloves and Ansell’s nitrile-coated  
Hycron® 27-805. The Hycron® emerged 
the clear winner. “It was undoubtedly the 
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Rosneft companies rely 
on Ansell

Gloves for workers in the oil and gas industry 

should meet two main criteria: offer excep-

tional protection against workplace hazards, 

including chemicals, and promote the tactility 

and dexterity required to properly handle their 

tools. The traditional mittens the workers of 

Samaraneftegaz, a leading oil and gas produc-

tion company, and the Novokuibyshevskhy oil 

refinery were wearing until 2001, did not fully 

meet those criteria. In 2001, the management 

started on a journey to enhance occupational 

safety. Ansell offered a large-scale field test of 

its gloves. 

During the test at the Samaraneftegaz and 
Novokuibyshevskhy plants, workers soon 
experienced how Ansell’s nitrile-coated 
Hycron® gloves promote better protection, 
more tactility and better comfort than their 
familiar mittens. In addition, the manage-
ment was greatly impressed by the glove’s 
wear life, which exceeds that of mittens by 
5 to 8 times. 

On the basis of the positive test data, 
Samaraneftegaz and Novokuibyshevskhy 
decided to introduce Ansell gloves in their 
different plants. The conversion was a grad-
ual one, based on thorough tests and worker 
satisfaction surveys, and in accordance with 
the Standard Industrial Regulations for free 
Distribution of Work Clothing, Footwear 
and other items of PPE, which lay down 
hand protection PPE for each profession. 

The experiences of Samaraneftegaz and 
Novokuibyshevsky have, in the meantime, 

inspired Rosneft, their parent company and 
the leader of Russia’s petroleum industry, 
to develop a Corporate Standard that sets 
basic PPE requirements for its employ-
ees. A trend that is noticed in every large 
Russian company, nowadays. Ansell, for its 
part, gladly assists Rosneft and other firms 
by offering field trials, technical advice and 
expertise on how to choose the right glove 
for their applications – like it has been 
doing in companies around the globe for 
many, many years now.

www.ansell.eu



best option to replace the oil-resistant mit-
tens which we had been using for many 
years,” Burmistrov confirmed. During 
the trials, LUKOIL’s workers had experi-
enced how the Hycron® offers excellent 
resistance against cuts, snags, punctures 
and abrasion, while ensuring good grip, 
tactility and comfort. In addition, tests 
had demonstrated the glove’s exceptional 
durability: a Hycron® glove lasts 20 to 
25% longer than competing gloves, i.e. it 

can be used for 20% more shifts before 
the coating cracks and/or wear holes 
appear. 

Trusted, long-term 
partnership

The successful Hycron® trial was the 
start of a fruitful, long-term cooperation 
between LUKOIL and Ansell. Since 1996, 
Ansell has been supplying a wide range of 

industrial gloves to over 40,000 LUKOIL 
workers, not only in the upstream divi-
sions but also, for example, at the giant 
Permnefteogrsintez refinery plant in 
Perm. In December 2009, Ansell met with 
Mr. Burmistrov, Head of OHSE to discuss 
how Ansell can help optimize LUKOIL’s 
hand protection efforts. Ansell explained 
its Pan European distribution, market-
ing and sales approach and both partners 
looked for ways to extend the collaboration.
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Set up in Russia in 1991, LUKOIL is 
one of the world’s leading, vertically inte-
grated oil and gas companies. Its main 
activities are the exploration and pro-
duction of oil and gas, their refining into 
petroleum products and petrochemicals 
and the marketing of these outputs. 

Most of LUKOIL’s exploration and pro-
duction activity is located in Russia, with 
western Siberia as its main resource 
base. The company owns modern 
refineries, gas processing and petro-
chemical plants located in Russia, its 
near-abroad countries and Eastern and 

Western Europe and sells its products 
on these markets, including the USA. 
Every day over 150,000 people unite 
their efforts and talents to reinforce 
LUKOIL’s leading market position.

26 - 29 April
SAWO
Poznań International Fair
Poznań, Poland

6 May
TC Ministry of Labour 24th Health and 
Safety week 
Dederman Hotel and Conference Center
Konya, Turkey

15 - 17 June
Préventica Lille 2010 
Lille Grand Palais
Lille, France

8 - 10 September
Safety & Security Tampere
Tampereen Messu
Tampere, Finland

15 & 16 September
Health and Safety’10
Scotland
UK

13 &14 October
Health and Safety’10
North Bolton 
UK

19 - 21 October 
Arbeitsschutz Aktuell 
Leipziger Messe 
Leipzig, Germany 

2 - 5 November
Expoprotection
Paris Villepinte 
France

Come and visit the Ansell booth at these 
upcoming events:
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Rosneft is the leader of Russia’s 
petroleum industry and ranks among 
the world’s top publicly traded oil 
and gas companies. The company is 
primarily engaged in the exploration 
and production of hydrocarbons, the 
production of petroleum products and 

petrochemicals, and the marketing of 
the outputs.

Rosneft is widely engaged in explo-
ration and production across all 
Russia’s key hydrocarbon regions, with 
Samaraneftegaz as Rosneft’s second 

largest production unit. Its seven major 
refineries (incl. the Novokuibyshevskhy 
plant) are conveniently located through-
out the country and its retail network 
covers 38 regions. Rosneft employs 
over 160,000 people. 

About

Lukoil

Rosneft

Ansell Healthcare Europe N.V.
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