
Here’s a riddle to start this issue of ‘In Touch’ with: what do you associate with
words like ‘undercover’, ‘reliable’, ‘protection’ and ‘operations’? That’s right - the
world’s most popular secret agent, 007! But what has he got to do with Ansell?
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Editorial

Dear reader,

If you’re on the lookout for novelties, then you’ll
certainly find it here. In this issue of In Touch, we
unveil some brand-new products and services, all
developed with our mission statement in mind:
‘to provide superior quality and innovative solu-
tions to better protect healthcare workers and
their patients’.

The newest Gammex® PF Underglove and the
Ansell Viral Penetration Programme (AVPP) that
we’re presenting have recently been launched
throughout Europe. The initial feedback is enthu-
siastic and we are getting wide coverage in the
specialist literature, which is a real confidence-
booster. 

Customer feedback is an important source of
inspiration for us in our quest for innovation.
Thanks to a constant exchange of views with cus-
tomers and distributors, we can focus our efforts
on gloves and programmes that meet your partic-
ular needs and wishes. So never hesitate to give us
your opinion. We’ll do our best to give effect to
your wishes!

Finally, let me introduce one other new feature:
the In Touch interactive column on page 4, which
provides an interactive platform for all your tech-
nical questions. Each quarter, we’ll select the best
questions and publish them in our newsletter.
Another token of our unremitting customer-cen-
tric approach!

We hope you enjoy this issue.

Werner Heintz
Sr Vice President & Regional Director Europe, Ansell Healthcare

Ansell goes undercover 

To Ansell, the above characteristics are not
only inextricably linked to the one and only
James Bond but also to the brand-new
Gammex® PF Underglove. Complemen-
ting our successful Gammex PF, the
Gammex PF Underglove is a surgeon’s per-
fect undercover partner for double gloving.
Its assignment: to provide optimal protec-
tion during (risky) operations. As you can
see in the photo on the left, our promotion-
al campaign unequivocably refers to the
icon James Bond. 

‘Operation optimal protection’ is coming
soon to a theatre near you …. Read page 3 for
detailed information on the new Gammex
PF Underglove. 
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Facelift for our website

On the general Ansell Healthcare Europe
home page, you’ll now find an eye-catch-
ing and clear overview of our three busi-
ness lines, an events outline and short-
cuts to hot topics, such as new products
or client testimonials. Clicking on the
professional healthcare button brings
you to a similar page, with direct access to
the three main sections for healthcare
professionals: medical gloves and educa-
tional and scientific programmes. 

Curious? Well, go online at
www.ansell.eu (new address!) to dis-
cover our revamped website … 

In today’s fast-paced online world, websites age faster than their audiences. So
we’ve treated our website to a facelift…

http://www.ansell.eu/medical
http://www.anselleurope.com/medical/index.cfm?catalogue=!0!0!0&lang=EN
http://www.ansell.be/medical/index.cfm?page=viral_why&lang=EN
http://www.anselleurope.com/medical/index.cfm?catalogue=!Gammex%20PF%20Underglove!0!0&lang=EN
http://www.ansell.eu
http://www.anselleurope.com/medical/index.cfm?page=spec-prog_cares&lang=EN
http://www.anselleurope.com/medical/index.cfm?page=spec-prog_cares&lang=EN
http://www.ansell.eu


‘L' Associazione di camera operatoria’,
AICO for short, is one of the 24 mem-
ber associations of EORNA, the
European Operating Nurses
Association. Just like its parent organi-
sation, AICO’s mission is to enhance
and develop perioperative patient care.
“AICO represents all Italy’s periopera-
tive nurses and is, therefore, a strong
voice in Italy’s medical world,”
explained Stefano Cheli, National
Distributors Manager Italy and Malta.

“When we were looking for ways to
introduce the tandem Gammex PF –
Gammex PF Underglove, I approached
the organization to gauge their willing-
ness to set up a number of clinical trials
in Italian hospitals. Which they did,
much to our delight.”

From trial to recommendation
A couple of northern Italian hospitals
are currently preparing for the tri-
alling of our Gammex PF, Gammex
PF Underglove (Orthopaedic and
Urology OR) or Gammex® PF Micro-
Thin® gloves. After all the trials, AICO
will assess the results and communi-
cate them to the healthcare industry.
The initial idea was to then present the
recommendations at an ‘Ansell day’,
which would take place during region-
al AICO meetings. A first AICO event
was scheduled in Piemonte and
Liguria, and then in the other Italian
regions. “Italian healthcare workers

are obliged to follow a minimum
number of accredited training events
per year. As the AICO meetings are
labelled as ‘accredited trainings’, they
are usually attended by many health-
care workers,” Stefano explained.
“Through the Ansell days, we would
reach 1600 to 2000 people at once,
which is a huge potential.” 

Deadlock in Italian healthcare industry
Unfortunately, the planning of the
Ansell days is under review due to an
impasse in the Italian healthcare sector.
The Italian government recently
revealed a new budget proposal which
contained savage cuts in healthcare
resources. Public hospitals, for exam-
ple, are now obliged to select their med-
ical supplies purely on the basis of cost
price, instead of opting for the best
’value-for-money’ deal. In response to
these measures, Assobiomedica, the
Italian Medical Technology Association,
has advised all its members to tem-
porarily suspend sponsoring of scientif-
ic congresses in Italy. As a result, all
healthcare congresses and events have
been put on hold.

Italian trials of the Gammex® PF and the Gammex®

PF Underglove are underway

How do you introduce a brand-new medical glove to as big a part of the medical
community as possible? Well, Ansell Italia found the perfect vehicle for this: for the
launch of the new Gammex® PF Underglove, they can count on the valued support
of AICO, the Italian association of operating room nurses.

The incident at the Chernobyl Nuclear
Power plant, back in 1986, made many
victims. Unfortunately, many more will
follow in the years to come. Throughout
the Ukraine region, people, even the
youngest children, are developing tumors.
At the specialist children’s cancer hospital
in Kiev, a team of skilled doctors do their
utmost to treat children suffering from
cancer, many of them with leukemia.
Resources, however, are severely stretched.
The hospitals don’t have the necessary
funds to provide adequate treatment.

That is why Ansell Healthcare is co-
sponsoring a relief initiative known as
Tschernobyl-Kinderhilfe Munchen
e.V. Founded in 1994, this German
foundation collects donations to pro-
vide the children’s hospital at Kiev
with the requisite medical supplies,
ranging from hi-tech equipment (cell
separators, fluorimeters, infusomats,
etc.) to the essential drugs. In this way,
Ansell hopes to help save lives …an
action in line with our mission: “to
protect people”
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Ansell supports Chernobyl victims

“To Ansell, corporate citizenship is much more than a hollow phrase. In fact, it’s a
social obligation,” says Holger Furstenberg, Marketing Director PHC at Ansell
Healthcare Europe. For six successive years now, Ansell Germany – Austria -
Switzerland has been redirecting its annual budget for seasonal gifts to help child
victims of the Chernobyl disaster. 

http://www.aicoitalia.it
http://www.eorna.org/
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The most reliable protection gets its under-
cover partner: Gammex® PF Underglove

Ansell is committed to continually opti-
mizing its range of quality barrier prod-
ucts. So we’ve enlarged our best-selling
Gammex range of surgical gloves with
the Gammex® PF Underglove. The tan-
dem of the new glove and the Gammex
PF outer glove gives the wearer an effec-
tive shield against viral penetration. 

Skin protection with HydraSoft™
In Ansell’s eyes the perfect glove should
do more than provide a high protection
ratio. With that in mind, we’ve devel-
oped an underglove that also ‘cares’ for
the wearer’s skin and ensures total com-
fort. The inner coating of the Gammex
PF Underglove has our unique
HydraSoft™ Technology built into it: it
contains a skin-friendly humectant
moisturiser combined with

Dimethicone, which forms a protective
film to prevent the skin from drying out.
The result is a soft glove that helps keep
your skin moist and supple while main-
taining its natural barrier function.

Low risk of latex allergy
To reduce the risk of latex sensitization,
the Gammex PF Underglove is manu-
factured using Protein and Endogenous
Allergen Reduction Leaching
(P.E.A.R.L) technology, which produces
a glove with extremely low extractible
proteins. The risk of contact dermatitis
is lessened because the accelerator is
completely consumed during the manu-
facturing process.

Easy donning, minimal hand fatigue
And comfort-wise, you may ask? Rest
assured, the new Underglove also has
the edge on this aspect.  The glove has a
water-based, synthetic inner coating that
combines hydrophilic and hydrophobic
components. The hydrophobics reduce
friction and blocking, while the

hydrophilic components release a lubri-
cant whenever it comes into contact
with damp hands. As a result, surgeons
slip into these gloves with ease, even
when ‘damp donning’. Which is a must,
considering the need to change gloves
frequently to ensure optimal protection. 

The Gammex PF Underglove further
minimizes hand fatigue due to the use
of special formers during the manufac-
turing process. And its unique design –
with an adhesive band at the top of the
straight cuff – eases the strain on the
forearm while operating. A handy
design feature: the glove is dark green to
permit visual differentiation from the
other Gammex family members. That
comes in handy to avoid confusion
when choosing or changing gloves.

Faced with rising incidences of blood-borne pathogens, such as hepatitis and HIV,
today’s surgeons increasingly understand the need for optimal hand protection.
Consequently, double gloving is making its début in more and more operating the-
atres. To enhance the degree of protection and comfort of surgical teams choosing to
double glove, Ansell has now introduced the Gammex® PF Underglove. 

Double gloving = double protection… 
and much more besides!

The technique of wearing two sets of
gloves (aka double-gloving) is general-
ly regarded as a very effective method
to cut down potential exposures to
blood-borne pathogens. The figures
are indeed impressive: it reduces the
likely number of exposures by a factor
of 10. To ensure optimal protection,
surgical gloves also have to be changed

on a 2- to 3-hourly basis.

Concerned by the high rate of infec-
tion amongst medical staff, Ansell
has launched a campaign to promote
double gloving for surgical proce-
dures. Want to learn more about the
aforementioned studies, recent fig-
ures plus some useful tips? If so, just

download our new white paper: ‘The
value of double gloving within an
operating environment’ from the
resources section at
www.ansell.eu/ansellcares (under
the ‘proper use of gloves’ tab).

To double glove or not to double glove? More and more surgeons are choosing option 1.
And studies are proving them right. According to the World Health Organization (WHO),
about 3 out of 35 million healthcare workers worldwide receive percutaneous exposures to
blood-borne pathogens, such as HBV, HCV and HIV, each year. With the infection rates
highest in the operating rooms, it is the surgeons, especially, who are at risk. 

http://ansell.eu/medical/index.cfm?catalogue=!Gammex%20PF%20Underglove!0!0&lang=EN
http://ansell.eu/medical/index.cfm?page=hydrasoft_intro&lang=EN
http://ansell.eu/medical/index.cfm?page=spec-prog_prop&lang=EN
http://ansell.eu/medical/index.cfm?page=spec-prog_prop&lang=EN
http://ansell.eu/medical/index.cfm?page=spec-prog_prop&lang=EN
http://ansell.eu/medical/index.cfm?page=spec-prog_prop&lang=EN
http://www.ansell.eu/ansellcares


The number of people worldwide infected
with hepatitis C, B or HIV viruses is on
the increase. No wonder then that health-
care workers want to make sure they are
using the best possible gloves to prevent
viral contamination. Unfortunately,
European regulations on viral penetration
through medical gloves are non-existent.
The only standard, EN-455 Part 1, merely
requires the static testing of glove imper-
meability. That is not sufficient by itself,
however, to ensure full viral penetration
resistance. So European glove manufac-
turers resort to the American ASTM
F1671 method to assess the barrier quality
of their products. Sadly, that test is a static
one too! 

ACPP: from static to dynamic testing
Doesn’t this situation sound familiar?
Indeed, the methodologies used to assess
the cytostatic permeation levels of medical
gloves have long been static as well. But all
that changed in 2005 when Ansell
launched the Ansell Cytostatics
Permeation Programme (ACPP). This
exclusive protocol has since gained recog-
nition the world over and led to more
accurate and safer guidelines for gloves
used to handle high-risk drugs. What

makes it so unique is the true-to-life sim-
ulations of the testing device. It focuses on
the constraints and worst-case scenarios
medical gloves commonly endure such as
rubbing, tension, or a high concentration
of drugs. 

Dynamic Viral Penetration 
It’s that principle that we’ve now ‘copied’
to our exclusive Ansell Viral Penetration
Programme (AVPP). Developed in associ-
ation with the Universite Catholique de
Louvain, the methodology assesses the
resistance of medical gloves to dynamic

penetration by blood-borne pathogens. It
uses the Phi-X174 bacteriophage (with a
diameter much smaller than that of HIV,
HBV or HCV viruses) as a surrogate and
non-pathogenic microorganisms to simu-
late pathogenic viruses. The bacterio-
phage, the virus concentration in cultures
that come into contact with gloves and the
measuring methods of viral penetration
are all identical to those used in the ASTM
test methods. But the striking difference
resulting in a far more accurate evaluation
of glove resistance to viral penetration, is
our dynamic testing device which simu-
lates real-life conditions. 

Positive results
So far, 20 of our surgical and examination
gloves have been fully tested using the
AVPP method. All of them have success-
fully passed the test. 

For those of you getting confused:

Penetration: is defined as the move-
ment at a non-molecular level of a
chemical or micro-organism through
a protective glove’s porous materials,
tears, pinholes or other imperfec-
tions or manufacturing defects.

Permeation: is the process by which
a chemical moves through a protec-
tive glove’s material at a molecular
level. 
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Ansell launches unique viral 
penetration test for gloves 

Do my medical gloves provide full protection against blood-borne viruses? It’s a
question that bothers many a healthcare worker nowadays. As Ansell shares their
concern, we need to be doubly sure about the viral barrier quality of our gloves. To
that end, we’ve developed a brand-new and unique test methodology: the Ansell
Viral Penetration Programme or AVPP for short.

The two Ps: 
penetration or
permeation?

Remember the survey we included
in the summer 2006 issue of In
Touch? One of the suggestions the
respondents gave, was that In
Touch should become a more
interactive medium. To comply

with your wishes, we’ve looked at
new ways to give the floor to you,
our readers. Here’s a first step: a
technical FAQ section in In Touch.
Of course, we will need your input
to get the ball rolling. Do you have

any technical questions about our
products or programmes? If so,
please send them to our technical
department through our website:
http://questions.ansell.eu.

In Touch interactive: ask our technical department!

mailto://info@ansell.eu
http://www.ansell.eu
http://ansell.eu/medical/index.cfm?page=viral_why&lang=EN
http://ansell.eu/medical/index.cfm?page=viral_why&lang=EN
http://ansell.eu/medical/index.cfm?page=cytostatic_why&lang=EN
http://ansell.eu/medical/index.cfm?page=cytostatic_why&lang=EN
http://questions.ansell.eu
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